
 

manroland AG is the world's second 

largest printing systems manufacturer 

and the world's market leader in web 

offset. manroland employs almost 8,700 

people and has annual sales of some 

Euro 1.7 billion with an export share of 

80%. Web fed and sheetfed presses 

provide solutions for publishing, 

commercial, and packaging printing. 

 

manroland AG  

Corporate Marketing & Communications  

86219 Augsburg  

 

Thomas Hauser 

Phone: +49 (0) 821 424-26 82  

Fax:     +49 (0) 821 424-12 00 

E-mail: thomas.hauser@manroland.com 

 

Eva Doppler  

Phone: +49 (0) 821 424-38 95  

Fax:     +49 (0) 821 424-12 00  

E-mail: eva.doppler@manroland.com 

 

Andrea Bleesen 

Phone: +49 (0) 69 83 05-34 10 

Fax:     +49 (0) 69 83 05-69 34 10 

E-mail: andrea.bleesen@manroland.com 

 

Photos can be downloaded from 

www.manroland.com in the category 

Press. 
 

This press release contains projections for the 

future based on the well-founded assumptions 

and prognoses of the management of 

manroland AG. Though management believes 

these assumptions and estimates to be correct, 

actual developments in the future, as well as 

actual operating results, may deviate from 

those put forward by management due to 

factors beyond the control of the company, 

such factors to include, for example, fluctuating 

exchange rates, changes within the graphic arts 

industry, or any other unforeseen economic 

and/or market transformations. manroland AG 

makes no guarantees that future developments 

and/or future operating results will match any of 

the numbers and/or statements put forth in this 

press release, and assumes no liability if such 

situations arise. Furthermore, no responsibility 

is assumed for updating any of the statements 

and/or figures contained herein. 
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Freie Presse Chemnitz convinced about autoprint 

6-2 concept of the COLORMAN, XXL turned out to be ideal 

At the end of 2007, the Freie Presse Chemnitz decided to acquire three 

COLORMAN, XXL autoprint newspaper printing systems from manroland. 

Today the presses are already running and show what it means to work with 

the highest level of automation. The answer is clear: autoprint is great. 

 

The three COLORMAN, XXL autoprint presses were installed in August 2008 and 

today production runs smoothly on the new, highly-automated press concept. This 

is of great importance to Freie Presse Chemnitz because, with a circulation of 

300,000 sold copies and a coverage of about 720,000 readers, this printing and 

publishing company produces “Saxony’s biggest Newspaper” and Eastern 

Germany’s largest regional newspaper. 19 local editions must reach their 

subscribers’ mailboxes every day on time, or be at the kiosk for sale. Quite a big 

challenge. For this reason, Freie Presse Chemnitz opted for the best possible 

press concept on the market: the manroland COLORMAN, XXL autoprint. 

 

It took two years of discussions for the management and project team of 

Chemnitzer Verlag und Druck to find and plan the best solution for the company. In 

the end they opted for three 48-page COLORMAN, XXL autoprint presses each 

with two reel splicers and two 9-cylinder configuration towers for 4/4 color printing. 

Based on the demands of the published product, the 6-2 concept of the 

COLORMAN, XXL autoprint proved to be ideal: it reduces the required press 

components and provides a high level of automation that becomes even more 

apparent in the manroland autoprint features. 

 

Automation with APL, Inline Control systems and networking 

With up to 4,000 plate changes per day APL, manroland’s fully-automated plate 

changing system with robotic technology, pays off quickly. Thanks to APL, the 

makeready times at all printing units of a production line are reduced to three 

minutes.  

 

Furthermore, the press is equipped with additional automation features such as the 

fully automatic reel supply system AUROSYS and manroland Inline Control 

systems which include for example InlineTensionControl which is manroland’s new 

web tension control system. This keeps the web tension constant in the critical web 

lead area between the printing unit and folder superstructure. As a result variations 

in the tension behavior within a paper reel, among paper reels, but also among the 

individual webs are reduced and cut-off register is optimized which lessens the risk 

of web breaks and minimizes the tendency to form creases.  
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The manroland cut-off register control system InlineCutoffControl makes an 

important contribution to full automation of the presses in Chemnitz. 

InlineCutoffControl operates without additional marks. Control takes place via 

prominent dots in the subject which are automatically defined by the PECOM press 

control system. The new method decreases the amount of preparatory work 

needed and enhances print quality. In addition, manroland equipped the press with 

an ink density control system from QI. A smooth workflow is also ensured by 

AUROSYS, the manroland materials logistics system. 

 

printnet provides optimal networking of the production process. With manroland 

PressManagement systems, the potential of the COLORMAN, XXL autoprint can 

be fully utilized. Job data is automatically delivered to the printnet PressManager, 

and from there directly to the press. The printnet workflow enables load balancing 

to be optimized and provides maximum transparency for all systems involved in 

production. For even more efficiency and automation in the prepress operations, 

an additional output management system is available: printnet OM. 

 

Captions: 

APL, manroland’s fully automatic plate changing system with robotic technology, pays off quickly with 

up to 4,000 plate changes per day at Freie Presse Chemnitz, Germany.  |  © manroland. 

Tourist feature in Chemnitz: the Rote Turm (red tower).  |  © City Management und Tourismus Chemnitz 

GmbH. 

Well-known landmark in Chemnitz: the monumental bust of Karl Marx.  |  © City Management und 

Tourismus Chemnitz GmbH. 

 


